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      SUNDAY 10 MAY 2020.           5th SUNDAY OF EASTER         YEAR  A
	Sat
	09
	MAY
	Vigil 5th  Sunday of Easter 

	Sun                                                                                                   
	10
	MAY
	5th SUNDAY OF EASTER  

	Mon 
	11
	MAY
	Monday of Easter Week 5

	Tue
	12
	MAY
	Tuesday of Easter Week 5     

	Wed
	13
	MAY
	Wednesday of Easter Week 5   3.30pm Funeral: Kathleen Birch Graveside Service.

	Thu
	14
	MAY
	Thursday of Easter 5

	Fri
	15
	MAY
	Friday of Easter 5                    11.00pm:Funeral: Ann Mary Allsopp at Gornal Cemetery.

	Sat
	16
	MAY
	Saturday of Easter Week 6

	Sun
	17
	MAY
	6TH  SUNDAY OF EASTER

	
	
	
	
	*I am saving most ‘named’ Masses for celebrations together.


	Confessions:          
	Sedgley Saturday10.20am -11.00am (Suspended)                    
	       Lower Gornal following Mass on Friday .(Suspended)



FUNERAL SERVICE: MRS KATHLEEN BIRCH: Graveside service & Burial on 13th May 2020 at 3.30pm
FUNERAL SERVICE: MRS ANN MARY ALLSOPP at Gornal Wood Cemetery on Friday 15th May 2020 at 11.00.
FUNERAL SERVICE:  MR THOMAS TURNER AT Gornal Crematorium on Thursday 21st May at 1pm
THANK-YOU FOR YOUR WONDERFUL CONTINUED GENEROSITY
We pray for those who have died in Christ that they may see Him face to face in His Kingdom of light and peace. We commend them to the loving Heart of Jesus. Eternal Rest Grant unto: Fred Wilkes RIP, David Rowe RIP, Mark Wood RIP, Peter Blackwell RIP, Anne De Susa RIP, Connie Coombs RIP, Michael Joseph Hytch RIP, Doreen Maddin RIP, John Pountney RIP,Pauline Cashmore RIP,  Patrick Duffy RIP, Ron Mason RIP, Mgr Lewis McRaye RIP, Tania Jones RIP Brenda Timmins RIP, Winnie Wasdell RIP, Eamon Friel RIP, Rita Walters RIP, Mary Davenport RIP, Jean Green RIP, Sheila Hinds RIP, Ray Todd RIP, Bernadette Pugh RIP, Brian Derry RIP, Dermott Smith RIP, Walter Davis RIP, Cynthia Broster RIP ,Gerard Mee RIP, Michael Weaver RIP, Ben Parker RIP, Ken Lee RIP, Margaret Russell RIP, Eileen Harris RIP, Arthur Griffiths RIP, Gilbert Fellows RIP, Margaret Rushbury RIP, Joan Walker RIP,Vince Cartwright RIP, Betty Dick RIP, Mary Worthington RIP, Sally Bate RIP, Terrance David Hyde RIP, Irene Grimes RIP, Frank Fox RIP, May Rodway RIP, Christine Meek RIPMona Mason RIP, Marge Ward RIP, Timothy Shee RIP; Monique Lyons RIP, Rosanna O’Driscoll RIP, Lucy Hale RIP, Jill Shaw RIP, Pat Watton RIP, Bernard Hegarty RIP, Emma Davaney RIP,  Rita Griffiths RIP, Ron Presland RIP, John Fletcher RIP, Donna Garland RIP, Enid Greaney RIP, Donald Greaney RIP, Beryl Bennett RIP, Paul Richards RIP, Joanne Elizabeth Wooldridge RIP, Gerry Southall RIP, Pat Hodgson RIP, Alexandrina Nathaniel RIP; Baby Belle RIP; Rev. Fr Geoffrey Hargreaves RIP, Helen Flynn RIP, Cyril Raybould RIP, Clive Machin RIP, Baby Elliot Davis RIP, Bethany Pearce RIP, Edward Flavell RIP; Millicent Seed RIP, Frank Ward RIP, Valerie Clarke RIP, Margaret Carr RIP, Doug Woods RIP, Hazel Westwood RIP, William Monckton RIP, William Kenneth Presley RIP, AlanTurner RIP, Edna Aherne RIP,  Lee Hobbs RIP, Michael Abbiss RIP, Melu Ram RIP,  Dorothy Margaret Duffy RIP, Lee Hegarty RIP, Mary Ellen McCallister RIP, Kelvin Morris RIP,  Rose Caddick RIP, James Alphonsis Carr RIP, Doreen Harper RIP, Deacon Jim Fantham RIP, Harold Dixon RIP, Mary Harris RIP, Jozef Guziel RIP, Don Courten RIP, Jean Morgan RIP, George Patrick Thompson RIP, Patricia Mary Todd RIP,  Danny Jaurez-Green RIP, Thomas Jeffery Attwood RIP, Joan Fereday RIP, Pauline Gutteridge RIP, Ann Ball RIP, Joyce Southall RIP, Dennis Garland RIP, Kenneth Marsden RIP, Frances Eley RIP, Margaret White RIP, Alan Brookes RIP, Garifalia Maria Spiteri RIP, Mary Harvey RIP, George Evans RIP.Canon Gerry Breen RIP, ; Claire Hallett; Jim Mulligan; Ann Allsopp;
We offer our prayers for those who are left to grieve. May the Merciful Heart of Jesus comfort you. We pray for those with Funerals:
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE WITH ANNIVERSARIES IN MARCH.
We pray together in merciful charity for all those gone before us recently; and their loved ones who now suffer their loss:
+ May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND, ALL OF US IN FACT. 

We pray to the merciful heart of Jesus for all our sick along with those who look after them. We ask the intercession of Our Lady, St Chad, St Peter and  English Martyrs and All Saints for those who suffer; those in hospital and those at home: Baby Harmony Riley, Irene Clarke, Michael Doherty, Henry Parker, Mary Bartlam, Eileen Dwyer, Mary Fantham, Wendy Grimmett, Florence Cox, Hilda Davis,  Mary & Joe Spiteri, Colin Small, Liz Ward, Sharon Jones, Steven Richards, Bridie Frost, Josephine Cox, Susan Cox, Mary Ward, John Price, Karen Palk
First Anniversary Remembrances
We remember our departed loved ones whose First Anniversary occur around this time. 
St Michael Prayer: St Michael the Archangel, defend us in this day of battle, be our safeguard against wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do thou O! Prince of the heavenly host, through the power of God, thrust into hell satan and all the evil spirits who wander through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  
DESPITE OUR ABSCENSE : I think it’s a wonderful opportunity to give thanks to Our Lord for our dedicated Servers, those who attend weekly on a Saturday & Sunday and reverently serve The Lord under the masterful guidance of Graham and Patrick. May they continue to do The Lord’s favour with dignity and grace, and may they be rewarded for their holy assistance. Amen.
PRAYER FOR MARY’S MEALS: Our Father give us this day our daily bread and forgive us for the times when we take more than our share of the bread that belongs to all. Let us help You fill the starving with good things, not with scraps from our table. Teach us how to share what is not ours to keep. Clothe us with your Love that we may complete each good work you created us to do. Place in our hearts Your compassion for each starving child and use our little acts of love so that they starve no more. Amen. Thank you  to everyone that donate to this World Wide Project. Benin, Ecuador, Haiti, India, Malawi, South Sudan, Thailand, Uganda. Many Thanks for your continued support to this very worthwhile project.
St Vincent De Paul  :The focus of our work here at St Chad’s & St Peter’s is to offer companionship & help. If you or someone you know may appreciate a visit, please contact Mrs Vivian Clarke(Sunday 10.30am Mass, St Chad’s or please Telephone 01902 897768) Mrs Sandra Oliver (6.30pm Mass St Chad’s) Also if any Parishioner is interested in becoming a member of the SVP, you would be most welcome, again please contact Mrs Clarke. Thank You.   
PARISH ACTIVITIES  (All held in St Chad’s Social Centre)   Suspended during this uncertain time)
*SHORT MAT BOWLING Monday Afternoon 2 - 4.00pm Sincere Thank - You to all participants for your support & to all who organize this very   successful Group. New members are most welcome to join… come along, meet new friends & keep fit with gentle exercise!  
Suspended)
*WEDNESDAY CLUB  Suspended 
*YOUTH GROUP  Alternate Wednesday evenings 6.30 - 8.00pm ( Term time only)(Suspended)
*SATURDAY NIGHT DANCING … Ballroom, Sequence & Line Dancing.  7.30pm until late. Admission £ 3.00 includes Raffle. Bring your own   refreshments. Come along… you will be made very welcome. (Suspended)
THE CORONAVIRUS HAS HIT US ALL HARD: It seems as if we are all in a film; things all look like the Christmas run when everyone wants to stock up with items’ just in case’. Our views of the NHS are triumphant! Nurses, doctors and all other staff working all hours to keep people alive in some cases, and as we’ve just found out, even without the appropriate protection equipment. 

All the  cancellations, for me must be my most disconcerting moments; my fear about phoning young couples to tell them the ‘wedding’s off’, or the Baptisms off’, with the reply ‘I’ve booked the room for the party. However, far worse is telling loved one’s of deceased, and especially ‘faithful’ deceased that they cannot have a Requiem Mass during this period of lockdown. I cannot describe how that feels. I am unable to sit down when I’m explaining to husbands, wives or children, I stand against a wall where there’s a crucifix and when the phone call is over I feel dreadful, awful, it feels like an out of body experience. So To you who we are letting down, on behalf of our parishes I am so sorry.This is only the way I feel; HOW MUST YOU FEEL, hearing such devastating news. BUT I can assure you that following the big Lockdown, when we are back in order; we will indeed celebrate our loved one’s lives with beautiful Requiem Memorial Masses.If you would like to spend some time to pray in church, then let me know, and I’ll open the side door for you, then if I’ve been called out, please lock the side door and pop the key through the Presbytery door. Thanks
Uncertainty is the worst thing about the future: and we pray especially for those who have lost their jobs or have to wait to begin again; especially young families, the elderly, those in the middle of projects, school children and the parents who are trying to teach them at home. Together in harmony with the Divine Mercy: Who is with us at all times, not just last Sunday; so In this terrible Uncertain time. 

FATHER’S THOUGHTS: On this 5th Sunday of Easter, in a special way, the Church reminds us of who we are: “The chosen race and the royal priesthood, who would be and reign with Christ. Today we have gathered to exercise our royal priesthood by offering a spiritual sacrifice as Christ did.

In today’s first reading, the drama that unfolded led to the election of seven deacons in order to take care of the social needs of the believers. We can learn the following lessons from this reading. First, we must not neglect or take the social or material needs of our communities for granted. If left unattended, they could undermine the work of God.

Second, we must balance both our spiritual and material needs because both are important. Third, we must not forget who we are or neglect our primary calling. The mundane should not distract us from our mission and vocation as Peter rightly noted: “It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food…we will hand over this duty and devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of the word of God.” An easy passage as we continue with the lockdown…(This news is prepared on the Friday week before printing; so I’m not altogether sure whether Boris will issue further lockdown!)

If we pay too much attention to material needs, the spiritual will certainly suffer. We cannot do everything by ourselves. We must let others to play their role by helping us. Finally, we must be wise and prayerful in selecting ministers for God’s mission. They must be “men of good reputation, filled with the Holy Spirit and with wisdom.”

In the second reading, Peter reminds us of who we truly are: “A chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises if God…” Here, Peter highlights our participation in the priesthood of Christ through the “common or general priest priesthood.” This is certainly by virtue of our baptism (CCC1268). Baptism configures us to become “priests.”

Thus, in this pastoral letter, Peter highlights the efficacy of the “Sacraments of Christian Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation) on us as believers. Through this, he reminds us of our priestly and royal heritage. He equally calls us to live it out in a manner that is proper. In order words, if we set ourselves close to Christ our chief priest, we shall live up to expectation. That is, by offering acceptable sacrifices to God. Through this, we become acceptable to God, and we equally become a spiritual house for God.

In today’s gospel, Jesus assures us of a place in his kingdom: “Let not your hearts be troubled…there are many rooms in my father’s house…so that where I am you may be too.” This is a clear indication that by virtue of baptism we are truly children of God. This is why he considers us worthy of being where he is going to be. This is my favorite Gospel; it reassures of the ‘way’…. The Christian way, by Our Lord’s direction. Thomas, like most of us get confused or resilient. The Lord knows that. He forgives us completely (in confession), then gives us that other opportunity not to be afraid, not to lie face down in the dust and say ‘it doesn’t apply to me….I’ve gone to far… he’s not interested in me!’ Well my friend I’ve shocking news; it’s the devil that rubs your face in the dirt, gives you all your complexes. Jesus is the way to liberation even ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are as red as crimson, they will be like wool. "Please come, and let's reason together," implores the LORD. "Even though your sins are like scarlet, they'll be white like snow. Though they're like crimson, they'll become like wool.
Unfortunately, many of us do not know who we are, or believe that there is a beautiful place being prepared for us by Christ. This is also the reason many of us cannot maximize our priestly and royal potentials. As priests and people of royal decent, we must assert ourselves positively. It takes faith to do this.

Therefore, let us ask God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to help us live as members of the royal priesthood. Also, during this this glorious and gracious season of Easter, let us: “Rejoice in the Lord” for what God has done for us. Alleluia, alleluia!

Peace be with you all!!

Maranatha!







